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frequent assemblages and mutual counselling on public
measures would secure. At such a time the country should
have the combined wisdom of all.

Rear-Admiral Porter has sent me a long, confidential
letter in relation to affairs on Red River and the fights
that have taken place at Mansfield, Pleasant Hill, etc.
The whole affair is unfortunate. Great sacrifice of life and
property has been made in consequence of an incompetent
general in command. It is plain from Admiral Porter's
account that Banks is no general, has no military capacity,
is wholly unfit for the position assigned him. He has never
exhibited military capacity, and I regret the President
should adhere to him. It is to be attributed in a great
degree to Seward, who caused Butler to be superseded by
Banks, and naturally desires he should not prove a failure,
and therefore hopes and strives against facts. Banks has
much of the demagogue, is superficially smart, has volu-
bility and a smack of party management, which is often
successful. The President thinks he has Presidential pre-
tensions and friends to back him, but it is a great mistake.
Banks is not only no general, but he is not much of a states-
man. He is something of a politician, and a party man
of his own stamp, and for his own advancement, but is
not true and reliable.

There is an attempt to convert this reverse into a vic-
tory, but the truth will disclose itself. The President
should, if Porter's statements are reliable, dismiss Banks,
or deprive him of military command.

I asked Halleck, who called on me to-day, what the army
opinion was of the recent conflicts on Red River. He said
we undoubtedly had the worst of it, and that Banks had
no military talent or education. While I do not place a
high estimate on Halleck himself, his expressed opinion of
Banks corresponds with my own. Whether he will recom-
mend the withdrawal of Banks from the army remains to
be seen.